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Mobile Registration, Prospective 
Voters Left Out 

 

THE mobile registration process has left 
out many prospective voters and should 
be extended to take on board Zimbabwe-
ans who were turned away from the vot-
er registration queues, says civil society. 

 

Election Resource Centre (ERC) Director 
Tawanda Chimhini said the process man-
aged to register a big number of new 
voters, but left out of a significant num-
ber as seen by hordes of people being 
turned away on closing day, July 9. 

 

“We hope the Zimbabwe Elec-
toral Commission will take this 
opportunity to extend because 
the law says at least 30 days 
should be given to the process 
which means that is the mini-
mum number of days required,” 
said Chimhini. 

 

Chimhini said the refusal by Zimbabwe 
Electoral commission (ZEC) to accredit 
civil society organisations to do voter 
education meant people were not in-
formed in time, leading to increasing 
queues towards the end of the exercise. 

 

ZEC had deployed two people to do voter 
education in each of the 1,958 wards 
across the country. 

“When you look at that number 
and the number of people we 
have in the country that is a drop 
in the ocean. 

“What would have made sense 
for a Commission without money 
is to sub-contract the process 
especially given that the civil 
society organisations have struc-
tures in the communities,” the 
ERC Director said. 

 

Nkosilathi Moyo, director of Zimbabwe 
Organisation for Youth in Politics (ZOYP) 
said: 

“I was in Malborough in Harare 
and there were a number of peo-
ple who were turned away. ZEC 
was supposed to extend by a day 
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or two to incorporate those who were turned away from the queues.” 

 

 Movement for Democratic Change (MDC) led by Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai aired similar sentiments through its Secre-
tary General and Finance Minister Hon. Tendai Biti. 

 

The MDC Secretary General held a press conference in Harare on Wednesday, July 
10 where he emphasized that the process had been exclusive and should be ex-
tended until Friday, July 18. 

 

“Thousands and thousands of people were disenfranchised by a process 
that was deliberately slow,” said Biti, adding that about 300 000 people in 
Harare alone failed to register. 

 

Biti pointed to more anomalies, including alleged and apparently inexplicable reduction of registered voters in Dzivarasekwa 
from 30 000 to 22 000 in the constituency’s voters roll. 

 

He added that his party was concerned with unilateral transferring of registered voters and multiple varied databases allegedly 
in possession of the Registrar-General of Voters (RGV). 

 

A human rights lawyer, Jeremiah Bhamu, said normal voter registration should only close 12 days before the Election Day, July 
31.  

 

Bhamu said this was according to Section 26 (a) of the Electoral Act as amendment by Statutory Instrument 85 of 2013 passed 
by President Robert Mugabe via the Presidential Powers (Temporary Measures) Act on June 13.  

 

‘Feya Feya’ principles in danger of violation 

SOME of the 11 Principles for free, fair and credible elections codified under the Feya Feya campaign driven by 83 Zimbabwean 

civil society organisations appear to have been violated ahead of the July 31 poll amid allegations of disenfranchisement owing 

to the exclusion of people from registering as voters among other concerns. 

 

The Movement for Democratic Change (MDC-T) led by Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai sounded alarm bells at a party press 

briefing held at Harvest House Harare headquarters which was addressed by their Secretary General Hon. Tendai Biti on 

Wednesday, July 10. 

 

Hon. Biti complained of violence, exclusion of people from registering as voters, questionable voters’ roll, targeting of MDC-T 

youth leadership, partisan state media, absence of pledge of impartiality from the security forces, no legislative reforms and 

MDC T Secretary General and Finance Minister Hon. 

Tendai Biti. 
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disruption of party rallies.  

 

“I will give you an example: I was supposed to address 

a rally this evening (July 10) in Harare East. The police 

just said, no, we can’t give you permission. 

“But the law is very clear that you notify the police 

and the police don’t have veto power,” Biti said, im-

plying that once notified the police had no right to 

stop political rallies. 

 

Whilst, the Feya Feya principles demand equality for all con-

testing parties in line with the Constitution and Southern Afri-

can Development Community (SADC) and African Union (AU) 

electoral standards, the political landscape remains skewed 

because key reforms remain outstanding. 

 

Hon. Biti said the pre-election reform agenda for “free, fair 

and credible elections” recommended by the regional bloc 

Southern African Development Community (SADC)’s Summit 

held in Mozambican coastal capital Maputo on June 15 had 

been disregarded. 

 

Hon. Biti said SADC should know that Zimbabwe could have 

implemented the reforms, including an extension to the elec-

tion date of July 31. 

“What we are then faced with is that a rogue state 

has completely ignored the rulings of international 

law, the rulings of SADC. 

 

“And we think that it is important for SADC to meet 

and review the situation in Zimbabwe and make a 

pronouncement whether or not it’s still possible to 

have a legal, legitimate, credible, and sustainable 

election,” Hon. Biti said. 

 

The MDC-T revealed that political violence has already begun 

to rear its ugly head following allegations that Deputy Youth 

Chairman and House of Assembly Candidate for Budiriro, Cos-

ta Machingauta’s Jomic vehicle was shot at by unidentified 

gunmen causing extreme damage to the car’s left rear tyre. 

 

In another incident, the MDC-T reported that the Southamp-

ton House of Assembly Candidate and Deputy Mines Minister 

Gift Chimanikire and his team were assaulted near Mbare 

which is believed to be the haven of allegedly Zanu-PF-linked 

hit-squad Chipangano. 

 

The MDC-T said the parties contesting in the forthcoming elec-

tions should all inspect, agree and sign on to the voters’ roll 

which must be immediately submitted to Zimbabwe Electoral 

Commission (ZEC) to avoid disputes. 

 

The same condition is outlined in the Facilitator’s report pre-

sented to and adopted by the SADC Summit on Zimbabwe on 

June 15 in Maputo. 

 

The MDC-T said it continued to be worried by the role played 

by the Israeli tainted company Nikuv in the preparation of the 

voters’ roll with the Finance Minister Hon. Biti, saying govern-

ment through the state procurement board had never con-

tracted the company to do anything. 

 

The MDC-T revelations come at a time when CSOs, through 

the 11 Feya Feya principles have committed themselves to 

promoting and advocating for a conducive environment, which 

ensures that the forthcoming elections are conducted under 

fair rules and the spirit of fair play to produce an acceptable 

and uncontested outcome.  
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VIOLENCE against women is a subject that has received much 

attention exposing the inexplicable pain that victims have en-

dured but a visual artiste, Christine Ndoro, explores the sub-

ject in a different language through an exhibition of paintings 

titled “Memories of Peace”. 

 

The artist, whose work was supported by the Artists for De-

mocracy in Zimbabwe (ADZ), unveiled her eight-piece collec-

tion of paintings at an exhibition held at the Book Café in Ha-

rare. The paintings were supported by poems written by Batsi-

rai Easther Chigama. 

 

Nixon Nyikadzino, the Crisis in 

Zimbabwe Coalition (CiZC) 

Programs Manager was the 

Master of Ceremonies. 

 

The work dedicated to 

Ndoro’s mother Elizabeth, 

allowed the attendants who 

included fellow artists, members of the public, human rights 

activists and civil society leaders to visualize the plight of 

women haunted by a tragic culture of violence and rape in 

Zimbabwe. 

 

Speaking at the event, Guest of Honour and Deputy Minister 

of Women Affairs, Gender and Community Development, 

Hon. Jessie Majome commended the artiste and ADZ for 

bringing up the subject of violence against women as the 

country heads for crucial elections on July 31. 

 

Hon. Majome added: “Artistes can reach their audi-

ences directly in a way even us as politicians envy.  

“I want to urge you and request that you give life to 

our new constitution.  

“Let Zimbabweans depict it, paint it and sculpt the 

possibilities and the rights that we now have in our 

new Constitution which has not been given the oppor-

tunity to take root.” 

The visual artist, Ndoro, said: “Memories of peace is 

about every Zimbabwean woman. It is inspired by the 

daily struggles that we come across as women.” 

 

Netty Musanhu, the director of Msasa Project said that sexual 

violence against women was often left undocumented be-

cause of the nature of the violation against female victims 

who fear exclusion from society if they reveal their experienc-

es.  

 

Musanhu urged civil and political 

rights activists to be responsive to 

the plight of vulnerable women, 

saying perpetrators often took ad-

vantage of the electoral season to 

commit all manner of heinous and 

criminal violations. 

 

ADZ Director Stanley Kwenda sang 

from the same hymnbook. 

 

“I think you are aware of what happened after the 

March 2008 elections. 

“Although all men, women and children were affected 

by the violence, I think you all agree with me that 

women were most affected by the effects of the vio-

lence,” Kwenda said, adding that “Memories of 

Peace” had been commission to shine the spotlight 

on such violence against women. 

 

Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition (CiZC) Chairman, ADZ Board 

Member and Zimrights Director Okay Machisa condemned 

President Robert Mugabe who verbally attacked a dignified 

female diplomat, Lindiwe Zulu, International Relations Advisor 

to South African President and the SADC Facilitator in Global 

Political Agreement calling her a “street woman” at the launch 

of the Zanu-PF manifesto in Highfields in Harare.  

 

Said Machisa:  

“It is only an election in Zimbabwe that can bring de-

rogatory statements that undermine or dirten a wom-

Memories of Peace: Artist Paints Plight of Violated Women 
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an and a mother. 

 

Machisa went on to laud the artist for using art to humanize women and portray their plight with sensitivity saying:  

“If we accept the way you have done it as an artist, we will be able then to say that this is a mother that we want, that 

can bring a Zimbabwe with no violence, non-intimidation and free and fair elections.” 

 

Batsirai Chigama, wrote a poem titled “Abandoned” depicting the plight of womenfolk in Zimbabwe who are haunted by imag-

es of violence:  

“You have stared on the ground for too long/You know the tinniest crevices/And all the red and black ants that bur-

row/tearing earth’s intestines for you to see/We catch you watching into space.” 

 

While the subject of violence against women is explored extensively in “Memories of Peace”, the lack of healing and reconcili-

ation at the level of the leaders of Zimbabwean society is equally captured in the poem, “They Are You”: 

“It’s easy to extend your arms/Coldly behind podiums/Of political correctness, /Call me brother/It’s easy for you/The 

axe that chopped my dream/It’s easy for you to forget”. 

 

Mbizvo Chirasha, a popular poet did a reading of his poem, “Memories of Motherhood” at the event.  


